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A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 
of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 
@ Bring peace and stability to your life 


PUBLISHED every two weeks by the Megiddo 
Mission Church, 481 Thurston Road, 
Rochester 19, N. Y. 

@ SUBSCRIPTION RATES: One year, $1.00; 
six months, 50 cents. Make checks or Money 
Orders for all literature payable to the 
Megiddo Mission Church. Please notify 
promptly of any change of address. 


Entered as second-class matter, October 15, 
1920, at the Post Office at Rochester N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, 1879. 


Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MESSAGE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tHe MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS ano ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies oie .20 
TS er er ae .40 


The Children’s Books Division of the 
Megiddo Mission is helping many par- 
ents instruct their children correctly. In- 
formation concerning books and special 
lessons may be had on request. 
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GOD'S SPIRITUAL CREATION 


The pages of this booklet unfold the sig- 
nificance of the Creation Allegory of the 
first three chapters of Genesis. These chap- 
ters, taken literally, have long been a stum- 
bling block to the clergy, a puzzle to the 
laity, and an object of scorn and ridicule to 
the scientist and critic. This booklet shows 
that instead of relating the work of the 
natural creation these chapters outline the 
moral development and ultimate salvation 
of the true Church. 

This work is the result of years of study 
by the Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission, and the whole is based 
on his discourses on Genesis which com- 
prised 48 lectures. 


80 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. 


Price each 20 cents postpaid. 





HELP WANTED! 


Men and women are needed to do 
missionary work in their own localities. 

Whatever your age or status in life 
you can help spread the good news of 
the Kingdom of God. Many storm- 
tossed souls today are in need of faith 
that is firm and unwavering. You 
may not be able to devote your en- 
tire time to this work as, for example, 
the Apostle Paul, but by means of the 
printed word you may help someone. 

The following items are available 
for your use. Give them to friends, 
neighbors, strangers; enclose them in 
your letters to friends and relatives. 

It is for us to sow the seed. 

God will give the increase. 


LEAFLETS 
DIVINE RADAR . .50 per 100 


What Does the Bible Mean to You? 
.50 per 100 


Christ, the Hope of the World 
.25 per 100 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah— 
a pocket-size 64-page booklet 
$1.00 per dozen 


THE Mecippo MEssAGE— 
special sample copies .50 per dozen 











New reapers of THe Meciwpo MEssace 
will be interested to know that com- 
plete years of this publication are avail- 
able as far back as 1937. The price per 
single year is only $1.00. 


One year Mecwpo Messace bound in 
black imitation leather ................ $3.00 


Two years Meciwwpo Messace bound in 
one volume, imitation leather $4.50 




















The Vitalizing Effect of Truth 
Dear Sister: 

As we partake of the precious Truth, its 
vitalizing effect upon our being serves only 
to intensify our spiritual hunger. The sat- 
isfaction and peace of a good conduct is 
not to be compared to all the pleasures of 
earth. It is the hundredfold which Jesus 
promised for this life. May we never feel a 
task beneath our dignity to perform, be 
it ever so humble. 

Some kind word of warning, some deed 
of goodness, some little push may cause 
someone to say to us in that Beautiful City: 
“It was you who assisted me here.” 

Inasmuch as this life is our most pre- 
cious possession, then should not the life 
to come with its numberless blessings, 
glory and grandeur, be worth spending all 
our time and energy in His service? 

Clarence, Mo. is 2 


From an Australian Field Worker 
Dear Friends: 

God's Spiritual Creation is a grand work. 
I have gone through it once, but find, like 
all the rest of the books, that further read- 
ing and study helps one to see with a 
clearer light the beautiful unfolding of 
God’s Holy Word. 

Yes, brother, I have done some advertis- 
ing and so far have received six inquiries 
for the “Elijah” books. This week I intend 
to insert again our advertisement in “The 
Telegraph” and “Brisbane Courier.” These 
are two of the island’s greatest circula- 
tion papers. 

Queensland, Australia 


a 3. 


Argentina Responds! 
Dear Friends: 

Again we wish to thank you for your 
precious magazine; and especially your 
volume 43, Nos. 6, 7, is a most attractive 
and very instructive issue. We find particu- 
larly valuable the page under Significant 
Days of the Bible Year which we would 
like to translate into both Spanish and 
Portuguese so that the Latins here in our 
southern ways can read it also. 

Casilla, Argentina A. W. 
Reading Has Lifting Power 
Dear Friend: 

I am now reading the booklet, God’s 
Spiritual Creation. What a wonderful in- 
spiration, and yet the world don’t know 
anything about it. One has to keep reading 
in order to be lifted above the world. 

Long Beach, Calif. me AS: 


Scattering Seeds of the Kingdom 
Dear Brother: 

I have distributed many pieces of litera- 
ture, especially the books on God’s Spiritual 
Creation, and The Coming of Elijah as 
Christ’s Forerunner. Please send me more 
books, also pamphlets. These I hand out 
when I visit the sick and others. 

Washington, D. C. W. P. B. 
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SERIES: 
Types and Shadows in the Mosaic Law 
Part Three 


THE PRIESTHOOD 


HE MOSAIC LAW was a temporary institution, 
T given to govern Israel while this people existed as 

a nation. It differed from our national law in that 
it was designed by God and not man. Because of this, 
it was rich with significance. From whatever angle we 
view the Mosaic Law we find it to be a shadow of good 
things to come (Heb. 10:1). By symbol and sign, by 
type and shadow, by every means within the range of 
his comprehension, man’s attention is directed by God to 
good things in store, to the grand future life which can 
be his, keeping ever before him the incentive to a holy 
life. 

It is quite remarkable that whatever phase of the 
Mosaic Law one chooses to study—the Sabbath, the 
Priesthood, or the Sacrifices—each phase serves in a type 
but to define more fully, to express more largely, God’s 
eternal plan of salvation. This is true of all Scriptural 
symbolism. Upon investigation, each figure the Almighty 
has employed, though to the unenlightened mind, per- 
haps, complex and mystifying, is but a re-statement of 
that sublime and simple truth which is the plan of salva- 
tion. 

The Mosaic Law established for the nation of Israel a 
system of government and a way of life modeled after 
the pattern of things eternal. In Article Two of this 
Series we showed that Israel worked six days and rested 
on the seventh, as a sign that during six 1,000-year days 
man must work out his salvation preparatory to the sev- 
enth Millennial Day of Rest. 

In the Priesthood there is likewise a pattern of things 
divine and eternal. 


The Royal Priesthood Typified 


The Levitical Priesthood, appointed at the time of the 
Exodus, served the Jewish nation, both in matters civil 
and spiritual, in a capacity that bore a marked similarity 
to the Royal Priesthood, which shall guide the mortal 
nations during the Millennium, and continue to serve in 
an ever broadening capacity throughout the Eternity 
beyond. 

The members of the Levitical Priesthood had to meet 
the qualifications specified in the Mosaic Law. They then 
became its expositors and administrators. So also must 
the Royal Priesthood conform their lives to the standard 
set forth in the Royal Law that they may, in the age to 
come, become the administrators of that Law to the mor- 
tal nations. 

The Levitical Priesthood under the Mosaic economy 
was known as the Order of Aaron. The Royal Priesthood 
is designated as the Order of Melchisedec—a term which 
the Scriptures employ to signify God’s eternal system of 
Truth. The Royal Priesthood, representing the Order of 
Melchisedec, is made up of a society of individuals here 


upon this earth who have adhered to the high standard of 
God’s truth. 

The Order of Melchisedec is eternal, preceding, under- 
lying, and superseding the entire Mosaic system. For 
proof, we first refer to Genesis where we find that Abra- 
ham, in that remote age, recognized Melchisedec as 
“priest of the most high God” (Gen. 14: 18—20). The 
book of Hebrews is more detailed on the subject, de- 
scribing Melchisedec as “King of righteousness, .. . 
King of peace; without father, without mother, without 
descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end of 
life” (7: 1—3). In Proverbs Wisdom is defined by paral- 
lel terms. 


“The Lord possessed me [wisdom] in the beginning of his 
way, before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, 
from the beginning, or ever the earth was. ...I lead in the 
way of righteousness” (8:22, 23, 20). 


Obviously, Melchisedec is equivalent to Wisdom, being 
just another one of the lovely descriptive symbols sup- 
plied by the Almighty. 

As Aaron served in the capacity of high priest under 
the Mosaic economy, so the greater, enduring High 
Priesthood is to be filled by Christ. The writer of He- 
brews speaks at length of Christ’s supreme qualifica- 
tions for this exalted position: 


“Christ glorified not himself to be made a high priest; but 
he that said unto him, Thou art my Son, today have I be- 
gotten thee. As he saith also in another place, Thou art a 
priest forever after the order of Melchisedec. . . . This man, 
because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priest- 
hood. .. . For such a high priest became us, who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners” (Heb. 5:5, 6; 
7:24, 26). 


Christ comes the second time as King of kings and 
principal of the priests. Not only is He to be the supreme 
Ruler but also “he shall be a priest upon his throne” 
(Rev. 17: 14; Zech. 6:13). 

The Priesthood to reign with Him shall be made up of 
men and women who, like Christ, become holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners. They shall sit with Him 
as kings and priests upon His throne (Rev. 3:21; 5: 
9, 10). 


Holiness ‘Typified 


Under the Mosaic economy the priests had to be with- 
out blemish (Lev. 21: 21—23). That requirement fore- 
shadowed a better priesthood which should be not only 
without physical blemish, but more, without moral blem- 
ish. This stipulation concerning the Levitical priesthood 
under the Mosaic Law symbolized the great eternal prin- 
ciple which is iterated and reiterated throughout the vol- 
ume of the Book, from Genesis to Revelation: the essen- 
tiality of moral perfection. Of the Royal Priesthood we 
read, 
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“Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people” (I Peter 2:9). 


Holiness, freedom from spiritual blemish, is the stand- 
ard of the Royal Priesthood. The privilege of being a part 
of that Royal Priesthood, is not, as with the Levitical 
priesthood, inherited at birth, but acquired by education 
and training, by relentless devotion to the highest good. 

It is interesting to notice that even during the tem- 
porary Mosaic economy the Royal, eternal Law was 
never suspended. While the Levitical Priesthood was in 
operation, that Royal Law was present for the benefit 
of the few who aspired to belong to the better, enduring 
Priesthood. In the days of Moses the Lord spoke not to 
the Levitical tribe only but to all the people, saying, 


“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep 
my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me 
above all people: ... and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of 
priests, and a holy nation” (Ex. 19:5, 6). 


Holiness was enjoined upon all in that day who sought 
to participate in the “good things to come,” the eternal 
things of which the Mosaic Law was a shadow. 

Could this holiness which is essential to membership 
in the Royal Priesthood be obtained by conformity to 
the Mosaic Law? No! 

Perfection is not by the Levitical priesthood. 


“The law made nothing perfect” (Heb. 7:11, 19). 
“A man is not justified by the works of the law, ... by 
the works of the law shall no flesh be justified” (Gal. 2: 16). 


The Mosaic Law, of which the Ten Commandments 
were a part, had no power to perfect its adherents. And 
when that Law had filled the purpose for which it was 
formed (when it had served the civil needs of the na- 
tion of Israel, and Israel] no longer existed as a nation), 
that Law was removed. 


“There is verily a disannulling of the commandment... 
for the weakness and unprofitableness thereof” (Heb. 7: 18). 


The High Priest's Return Typified 


Other basic principles of God’s great eternal plan are 
illustrated in the Law. Aaron, the high priest, went into 
the most holy place yearly to make reconciliation for 
the sins of the people and to return with a blessing for 
them (Heb. 9:6, 7). To this, the writer of Hebrews 
draws the glorious parallel. 


“Christ [our great High Priest] is not entered into the 
holy places made with hands, . . . but into heaven itself, now 
to appear in the presence of God for us: ... and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the second time without 
sin unto salvation” (Heb. 9: 24, 28). 


Christ’s Second Advent is clearly typified in the Law. 
As surely as Aaron went into the holy place and returned 
to bless the people, so surely will Christ return from 
Heaven, bringing “salvation . . . unto them that look 
for him.” In every instance the Law becomes a shadow 
of good things to come. 

In the type Aaron, the high priest, went into the holy 
place alone (Heb. 9:7). What is the significance of this? 
It definitely prohibits the members of the human race 
from following Christ, the great High Priest, into Heaven, 
the real Most Holy Place, to receive their reward. Christ 
said plainly, 


“Whither I go, ye cannot come,” but “J will come again” 
(John 13:33; 14:3). ; 

“Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with. me, to 
give every man according as his work shall be” (Rev. 22:12). 


Yet in view of these pointed statements, the idea per- 
sists that at death man goes to heaven to be with Christ. 
Such a premise is false. It is both contradictory to the 
Scriptural type in which the high priest went alone into 
the holy place, and also to the plainest statements of Jesus. 
He told His closest followers that they could not follow 
Him to Heaven but He would return with the blessing. 

Numerous fulfilled prophecies point to the time of 
Christ’s return. Men “do evil with both hands earnestly,” 
which was predicted to precede “the day of . . . visitation” 
(Mic. 7:3, 4). The threat of nuclear destruction creates 
universal fear and perplexity, which Jesus said should 
prevail just before the “redemption” of the Church (Luke 
21: 25—28). The sin of Sodom (immorality) is dupli- 
cated on a world-wide scale, which is precisely what Jesus 
advised 1,900 years ago to expect “in the day when the 
Son of man is revealed” (Luke 17: 28—30). Youth mis- 
behavior is foreseen in the great Apostle’s words, “dis- 
obedient to parents.” The unprecedented return to the 
churches brings into striking focus Paul’s prophecy that 
in “the last days” mankind should have “a form of god- 
liness,” but sadly, as he also foreknew, they would deny 
the power thereof (II Tim. 3: 1—5); and the unbelief 
which destroyed the antediluvian civilization would also 
mark the end of Gentile times and the return of Christ 
(Luke 17: 26, 27). 

When the high priest went behind the vail into the 
most holy place, the congregation waited outside, listen- 
ing for the sound of the bells on the border of his gar- 
ments, which heralded his returning (Ex. 28:31—35). 

The world will likewise receive advance announcement 
of Christ’s returning as High Priest with blessings for 
this earth. 


“Behold, I will send my messenger, . . . Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord” 
(Mal. 3:1; 4:5). 


When this event takes place, bells will indeed ring 
out, heralding Christ’s Advent from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific, from Washington to Moscow, from Alaska to 
Antarctica. Yes, Elijah, the celebrated prophet of Is- 
rael, is to be Christ’s messenger. He it is who shall startle 
the world with his proclamation, 


“The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his 
temple, . . . behold, he shall come” (Mal. 3:1). 


Two Classes Typified 


Under the Mosaic economy the priests were the de- 
scendants of Aaron, and were the chief officers of the 
temple. The Levites were the descendants of the other 
families of the Levitical tribes, and were the assistants 
of the priests. It was their duty “to wait on the sons of 
Aaron” (I Chron. 23: 24—32). 

Here, in the relative positions of priests, and Levites, 
is to be seen another significant type of God’s eternal 
plan of salvation. The Bible teaches that in God’s future 
Kingdom on earth there are to be two classes, rulers and 
subjects: Christ, with the faithful of the 6,000 years, 
shall compose the rulers; the mortal nations over whom 
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they rule during the Millennium will comprise the sub- 
jects. In the great eternal future the faithful subjects 
shall form the “Levitical” class who shall delight to as- 
sist the Royal Priesthood. It is nothing short of amazing 
to find this pattern of “good things to come” so clearly 
foreshadowed. 

The parallel between type and antitype is drawn by the 
Prophet Malachi. Malachi, last of the Prophets before 
Christ, lived in the days when the Jewish nation had 
grown so corrupt that their casting off was imminent. 
The priesthood had retrograded and, in consequence, the 
whole nation had retrograded with them. For a nation 
will rise no higher than its leadership. At this time the 
Captivity had passed; the Jews had returned to their 
homeland. However, they were under Persian domina- 
tion. Malachi reminded them of the evidences of their 
degeneracy in their shameful practices regarding sac- 
rifices. By Moses’ stipulation the best was to be offered 
to the Lord. They were offering Him the worst: the lame, 
the sick, the blind; and reserving the best for the Per- 
sian governor whose favor they sought. This was abomi- 
nation which the Eternal would not overlook. It marked 
another sharp forecast of their final rejection. God would 
seek a holy people from among the Gentiles. 

“I have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of hosts, nei- 
ther will I accept an offering at your hand. For from the 
rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my 
name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place 
incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: 


for my name shall be great among the heathen, saith the 
Lord of hosts” (Mal. 1:10, 11). 


Chapter 2 of this famous but rather obscure prophecy 
continues the Eternal’s denunciation of the Jewish na- 
tion, and re-states His determination to seek “a godly 
seed” from among the Gentiles. After the casting off of 
the Jews, after the selection of the godly seed from among 
the Gentiles, the next great event Malachi predicts is the 
appearance of Elijah, “the messenger,” followed by the 
returning of Christ. This stupendous occasion, the Lord’s 
Second Advent, brings into the limelight the spiritual 
Levitical class who shall be servants in the future King- 
dom. We read, 


“Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare 
the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall sud- 
denly come to his temple, even the messenger of the cove- 
nant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the 
Lord of hosts. But who may abide the day of his coming? 
and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a 
refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: and he shall sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of 
Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer 
unto the Lord an offering in righteousness” (Mal. 3: 1—3). 


The Lord’s Second Advent will bring a world-wide 
purging. The nations shall be purged of evildoers. “The 
sons of Levi,” those who are spared, shall then pass 
through a refining process, like unto the refining of sil- 
ver (Zech. 13:8, 9). Always the Mosaic Law foreshad- 
ows “good things to come.” Will it not be a grand and 
glorious time when Eternity dawns at last and the wick- 
edness which now prevails among all nations is forever 
eliminated, as dross from the silver? The Wise Man 
makes reference to this time: 


“Take away the dross from the silver, and there shall 
come forth a vessel for the finer. Take away the wicked 
from before the king, and his throne shall be established in 
righteousness” (Prov. 25:4, 5). 


When the wicked are cut off and all impediments to 
righteous government eliminated, God’s Kingdom shall 
be established. Christ will take the throne as King of 
kings and great High Priest, and the Royal Priesthood 
composed of the 144,000 faithful of the 6,000 years shall 


be elected to office with Him. Of them the Revelator 
writes: 


“They shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign 
with him a thousand years. And they sung a new song, saying, 
Thou ... hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and 
we shall reign on the earth” (20:6; 5:9, 10). 


Throughout their reign of a thousand years the mortal 
nations shall work out their salvation. At the end of the 
Millennium the faithful from among them shall be elected 
to serve the Royal Priesthood, to render heavenly serv- 
ice day and night in the temple throughout eternity (Rev. 
7:15). Here are the “two families” which the Lord has 
chosen (Jer. 33: 15—26), the Royal Priesthood, and “the 
Levites that minister.” In a world without end these two 
families shall dwell together in perfect love and perfect 
harmony—a glory to their Creator, and a blessing one 
to the other. 





We Have a King 


HEN, during the sixteenth century, Admiral Coligny 

was beleagured with his Huguenot followers in 
the French town of Le Havre, the commander of the 
forest surrounding the walls shot a message into the 
square on an arrow, bidding the Huguenots surrender to 
their rightful king. Coligny had the arrow shot back 
bearing the message “Regum habemus” (We have a 
King). 

So today the Christian’s allegiance cannot be divided. 
His ready answer must be, “We have a King.” God and 
His Son Jesus Christ must be King supreme of his life. 
Christ’s words and the words of all God’s inspired spokes- 
men over the ages form a hard core of divine law by 
which our King governs our whole lives. Dwight L. 
Moody once asked a friend if the divinity students being 
introduced to him were “O and O?” meaning, were they 
out and out for Christ. 

Where Christ sits He is King. He will take second 
place to no man. Yet the alert Christian is always sub- 
jected to the influence of divided loyalties. The king of 
the forest—King Flesh—outside the walls, is always 
making gestures in hope of obtaining a foothold. Again 
and again he repeats his claim to kingship. Sometimes 
he demands, sometimes he pleads, sometimes he uses 
guile, but always the purpose is the same, to get control 
of his subjects and take them to eternal ruin. 

To those who suggest that, after all, Christian morals 
are not a matter of black and white, but of varying 
shades of gray, to those who argue that it doesn’t matter 
what a man believes so long as he pays his bills and 
keeps himself from the grosser sins, let us answer: We 
have a King. “We are a people under authority; we have 
no right to alter the terms of our commission; whatever 
the inducements or blandishments that others may offer, 
it is our duty to obey our King.” And our King demands 
all that we have and are. Jesus once said: “The kingdom 
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of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which 
when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof 
goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field” 
(Matt. 13: 44). And on another occasion Christ expressed 
this truth in another way: “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, 
and follow me” (Luke 9: 23). 

Nominal religion today lacks authority. Easy tolerance 
is the term that best describes the attitude of the church 
as a whole. It is not imperative that church members sub- 
scribe to any definite code of belief, only along the loosest 
and least restricting lines; and each is pretty much at 
liberty to set his or her own standard of Christian con- 
duct. However, our King makes direct demands covering 
both of these counts. The following scriptures stress the 
importance of proper belief: “If any man speak, let him 
speak as the oracles of God.” “To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it 
is because there is no light in them.” “If any man teach 
otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, ... he is proud, knowing 
nothing, ... from such withdraw thyself.” “Go from the 
presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not in 
him the lips of knowledge.” 

The demands for right living are equally clear-cut: 
“Be ye holy; for I am holy,” is the divine injunction. 
“Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, 
even as he [Christ] is pure.” “Having therefore these 
promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from 
all filthiness of the flesh, . . . perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God.” When the true religion of the Bible is dis- 
covered, it has authority. The preaching of the gospel 
has the sound of a trumpet, commanding, piercing, shrill, 
rousing to action. The commands of the word of God 
are to be obeyed, not parleyed over. “Act on the word, 
instead of merely listening to it and deluding yourselves,” 
is Dr. Moffatt’s rendering of James 1: 22. 

Declaring that we have a king is an admission that we 
have an authority over us: therefore we cannot act as 
we would. This type of voluntary subordination is fully 
spelled out in the Word: “For the flesh lusteth against 
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these 
are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do 
the things that ye would” (Gal. 5:17). A listing of the 
things we would naturally do, if arranged in sequence 
according to their importance, and in the order of their 
impact upon our lives, might be actions, words, thoughts. 

Actions: “You must lay aside the old nature which 
belonged to your former course of life, that nature which 
crumbles to ruin under the passions of moral deceit, .. . 
putting on the new nature, that divine pattern which 
has been created in the upright and pious character of 
the Truth.” “Whether therefore ye eat or drink, or what- 
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 

But suddenly a message is shot in from the king of the 
forest, “I am a king, listen to me. Come out of the 
cramped quarters of your stronghold. Your King is al- 
together too exacting. Come out into the open, eat, drink 
and be merry; make the most of your short life while it 
lasts. If you come under my banner you can do as you 
please, go where you please. You have no need for a 
King that makes you toe the mark.” Let our response be 
definite: “We have a King, and must be loyal to Him.” 

Again the king of the forest sends the message, “Come 


to me and enjoy complete freedom of speech. Your tongue 
is your own. Why should anyone have to tell you how to 
talk!” But again, let us have a ready answer, “We have 
a King, and He demands complete control of our words.” 
“Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that 
it may minister grace unto the hearers. . . . Let all bitter- 
ness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speak- 
ing, be put away from you.” “Lie not one to another, see- 
ing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds.” And, 
“T will speak of the glorious majesty of his kingdom all 
the day long.” 

And perfect thought control is a specialty with our 
King: “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing 
that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ.” 

If fully resigned to King Truth, if wholly sold out to 
God, even our movements will be definitely curtailed. We 
cannot go to places of amusement as directed by King 
Flesh, for we have no money with which to buy a ticket. 
We cannot spend money for that which is neither food 
nor raiment and tends only to satisfy the lust of the eye, 
the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life, for we have 
no money of our own. We cannot pay to support religious 
systems that teach for doctrines the commandments of 
men, for our King forbids it; and He holds the purse 
strings. 

The same holds true of time. Our time is not our own. 
Hence, instead of wasting it, every moment must be re- 
deemed and spent in such a way as will prepare us to 
live eternally. That will forbid our indulging in time- 
killing games, or the reading of light or harmful litera- 
ture. Our King commands, “See then that ye walk cir- 
cumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil.” 

According to the ancient concept, the king could do 
no wrong, the king possessed divine rights. But anyone 
familiar with history or the weaknesses of human na- 
ture knows the fallacy of this claim. That claim, how- 
ever, is one hundred percent true of our coming King, 
Christ Jesus. He can do no wrong. His mandates are al- 
ways just, and His judgments fair and unbiased. Some 
day His limited sphere of influence will expand until it 
becomes world-wide. The promise is: “And the Lord 
shall be King over all the earth. In that day shall there 
be one Lord, and his name one.” 

Let us submit completely to our King now, that when 
His Kingdom extends from “sea to sea, and from the 
river unto the ends of the earth,” we may have a part in 
it, and live in the presence of our glorious King through- 
out ages unending. 





How important that the door of our lips should be kept 
and guarded by wisdom and love! We may be able to re- 
call occasions when if even an instant had been taken to 
lift thought to God our reply to some remark would have 
been different, or our comment upon some individual or 
circumstance would not have been the same. We should 
then have waited for Truth to shape our thought and 
direct our speech, and the result could have meant only 
blessing to all concerned. ; 








—— et 
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SUNBEAMS 


“\ TO MAN is an Iland, intire of itselfe; every man is 
a peece of the Continent, a part of the maine.” 

Thus wrote John Donne, in his Devotions, nearly four 
centuries ago, echoing the words of the Apostle Paul: 
“For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to 
himself.” We are dependents in our world—dependent 
on so many things. And this is in the order of Nature, 
for our planet itself is a dependency of its parent star, 
the sun. This condition of dependence is as absolute as 
if it were physically attached instead of 93,000,000 miles 
distant. 

Our earth’s path in the heavens is prescribed by the 
sun’s attraction; all the rhythms of nature are dictated 
and maintained from there rather than here. The sun 
is the source of all our usable light, all our heat, all our 
vegetation. The fuel we burn—the coal, the oil, the gas, 
are fossilized sunbeams. Through the miracle of photo- 
synthesis, it provides all our food. A sunless world would 
be a dead world. It is not surprising that the majesty 
and mystery of the life-giving sun have made it an object 
of worship to primitive man in all lands and all ages. 

For a mystery it is. Dependent as we are upon it, fa- 
miliar as we are with it, we still know nothing at all of 
its nature. Science has advanced many theories, chang- 
ing from generation to generation, and all of them prob- 
ably wrong. A body which pours out the incredible energy 
which maintains life on its family of satellites, from in- 
finity in the past, without loss or exhaustion, is a mystery 
which really baffles the little men who feel called upon to 
explain everything. 

Much more is known about the rays of the sun, com- 
monly known as sunbeams, than of their source. To an 
extent they can be duplicated scientifically. A sunbeam 
is almost intangible, yet its power in multiple is fantas- 
tic. The amount of solar energy reaching the earth’s sur- 
face is estimated at 21,004,269,459,955,404,000 (21 quin- 
tillion, 4 octillion, 269 trillion, 459 billion, 955 million, 
404 thousand) horsepower per minute. Of this vast 
amount, very minute quantities have been captured for 
scientific and practical purposes; solar motors and solar 
heaters have been designed, and solar energy is now 
being used to charge batteries and power telephone lines. 

There is more to a sunbeam than meets the eye. It 
appears to us as a white light, but when passed through 
a prism it reveals a complex and beautiful spectrum of 
colors. Sunbeams have power to heal. They are the prin- 
cipal source of Vitamin D, and are used by direct ex- 
posure in the treatment of skin diseases and other ail- 
ments. 

They can also kill. In Khartoum, the capital of the Sudan, 
which lies only sixteen degrees from the Equator, tem- 
peratures may go above 150 degrees. No white man in 
his right senses exposes himself to the midday sun with- 
out the protection of a cork helmet. It is related that a 
Greek merchant, attempting to cross a public square in 
Khartoum bareheaded in the heat of the day, fell dead be- 
fore he reached the other side. Science tells us, in fact, 
that were it not for the protection of our atmosphere, 
which filters out most of the destructive elements in the 
sunlight, life would be impossible. Thus is the power 


and wisdom of the Creator seen in the delicate balance of 
nature, which gives us our comfortable home in the vast- 
ness of the universe. 

The sun figures in Biblical prophecy. It is not the pur- 
pose of the Eternal to keep His worlds forever in a con- 
dition of utter dependence; and when our planet comes 
of age and His plan is complete, the significance of its 
parent star will be diminished, even if slightly. The 
prophetic assurance is that light and life will no longer 
be borrowed, but indwelling in the glorified inhabitants 
whose radiance will make our world to shine like “the 
stars for ever and ever.” Yet the order of nature is un- 
breakable, and we shall still hold our place in the heavens 
through the attraction of the good old sun, and probably 
continue to draw upon its heat and energy. 

It is not to be wondered at that the sun is so often used 
in the Scriptures as a symbol of our coming King, and 
of His truth, the source of all spiritual light and life. 
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 
path,” said the Psalmist long ago; and we walk today by 
the same Light as surely as we live by the same sun in 
the heavens. 

As the beams of the sun melt the winter’s snow and un- 
lock the sleeping powers of nature, so the sunbeams of 
Truth have power to melt the frost and ice from our 
hearts, to dispel our darkness and rouse us from our long 
sleep to the springtime of growth and activity, to the 
planting and tilling of a harvest of good works and ul- 
timate salvation. And to those who have fallen asleep in 
Christ, the rising of the Sun of Righteousness will bring 
release from the tomb, to stand again on earth a living 
body. 

In these spiritual sunbeams, there is more than meets 
the eye. Like charity, or Divine love, which is a many- 
splendored thing, they are a composite of many com- 
mandments, many promises, many virtues, all blending 
in one great white light—salvation by perfection of char- 
acter, Of such a light it may well be said, “Truly the 
light is sweet, and a pleasant thing it is for the eyes to 
behold the sun” (Eccl. 11:7). 

The healing power of the sunbeams of truth is bound- 
less, and it is well for us that it is so, for we stand in 
need of its power. By nature we were all sick from head 
to foot, full of wounds and bruises and putrifying sores. 
We may not like to admit this, but it is true nevertheless; 
there are no exceptions. Our condition was hopeless until 
He sent His Word to heal us and deliver us from destruc- 
tion (Psalm 107: 20). But our part in the cure is by no 
means passive; it is only as we seek its healing and ex- 
pose ourselves to its beams that we receive its benefits. 
To dodge and evade under reproof, to seek the shade of 
self-justification and face-saving, is to delay the healing 
we came for. 

The same power which heals can also destroy. It is 
both the goodness and severity of God. The symbolism 
of the Prophets, who were all too familiar with the pun- 
ishing heat of the sun in an arid country, abounds in 
references to its destructive power as applied to the 
things not fit or worthy to survive. “For, behold, the 

(Continued on page 9) 








“Up we go!” and Warren Edwards 
swung his small daughter high in the 
air in the hall as they were about to 
go downstairs to breakfast. 

Descending from her high flight, 
Nancy clasped two chubby arms about 
her daddy’s neck. “Are we going to 
have pray-time this morning, Daddy? 
I still know my verses and Ronnie’s, 
too.” 

“Well, that’s fine. Daddy’s little 
sunbeam will be all ready after break- 
fast. Pray-time makes Daddy happy 
all day, too.” 

Beatrice and Warren Edwards were 
making a dead-earnest effort to bring 
up their children in the “nurture and 
admonition of the Lord,” as Warren 
had read in one of Paul’s Letters 
(Eph, 6: 4). Doing some very serious 
talking between themselves, they had 
decided that to mold the kind of 
Christian men and women they de- 
sired their children to become re- 
quired a persistent, intensive day- 
by-day training. 

For themselves they had discovered 
Sunday religion insufficient. Daily de- 
votional reading had proved much 
more beneficial. Warren had formed 
the habit of spending half an hour 
each morning, before leaving his 
room, in reading and memorizing 
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I knew him for a gentleman 





“Pray-Time” 





some portion of Scripture; and Bea- 
trice had found time during the day 
to spend doing the same. 

Just a week ago they had decided 
to make daily devotions a family af- 
fair. Just after breakfast, was the 
time decided upon, and the children 
had participated eagerly. Sunday 
home service did not include the de- 
votional hour, so Nancy wondered 
if today, Monday, meant “pray-time” 
again. 

Breakfast over, the dishes were 
neatly stacked, everyone helping. 
Eight shining eyes were quickly in 
place, as Nancy, aged four and the 
youngest, Ronnie and Ruth, twins, 
aged seven, and Clinton, aged nine, 
took their chairs in the living room. 

Daddy read for five minutes a Bible 
chapter or story or some suitable les- 
son not above their level of absorp- 
tion; there were memory verses; and 
upon different days the children took 
turns learning to pray. 

“Our heavenly Father would never 
know whether we were thankful or 
not for all the wonderful things He 
gives to us if we did not pray and 
thank Him for them,” Ruth had re- 
minded Ronnie. 

Today’s selection was about the 
lad who gave his lunch for Jesus to 


A Gentleman 








perform a great miracle. 

“What special goodness did that 
little boy show?” Mother asked. 

Ronnie’s hand was the first up. “He 
was unselfish, if he gave away his 
whole lunch, ’cause he was prob’ly 
good and hungry by evening time.” 

“Right you are, Ronnie,” Daddy 
smiled. “That’s what we all will work 
on today, isn’t it? Each of us will see 
how unselfish he can be all day long.” 

Memory verses were reviewed and 
new ones assigned, and Warren Ed- 
wards closed with an earnest prayer, 
petitioning help and guidance for the 
day, thanking the heavenly Father 
for His care and goodness in shed- 
ding the light of His Word upon their 
paths. 

As soon as the “Amen” was said, 
Nancy slipped silently out and re- 
turned in a short minute, bringing 
her most precious possession, a 
bright red plaid umbrella. 

“Daddy, it’s waining today. I’se 
waited a long time for a wainy day to 
use my umbrella. But I want to be 
unselfish and let you take it to work, 
and use it for everybody you can. 
And maybe it will keep lots of folks 
dry like the unselfish little boy’s lunch 
made lots of folks unhungry.” 
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By signs that never fail; 

His coat was rough and rather worn— 
At work he does not quail— 

A lad who has his way to make, 
With little time to play; 

I knew him for a gentleman 
By certain signs today. 


He met his mother on the street; 
Off came his little cap. 

My door was shut; he waited 
Until I heard his rap. 

He took the bundle from my hand, 
And when I dropped my pen 

He sprang to pick it up for me, 
This gentleman of ten. 


He does not push or crowd along; 
His voice is gently pitched; 
He does not fling his books about 

As if he were bewitched. 
He stands aside to let you pass; 
He always shuts the door; 
He runs on errands willingly 
To market, mill, and store. 


He thinks of you before himself; 
He serves you if he can— 
For in whatever company 
The manners make the man. 
At ten and forty ’tis the same, 
The manners tell the tale; 
And I discern the gentleman 
By signs that never fail. 
—Sel. and alt. 
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Musings of the Editor 


HAT a possession to acquire! Millions of dollars can- 
not fill the heart with such satisfaction as can be gained 
by developing this one virtue. Evening may find us tired 
and weary after a hard and trying day; but if we can look 
back over the day and see that we have taken all patiently— 
what a comfort! I believe it is safe to say that we are not as 
tired as we would have been had we yielded to impatience, 
which places a double strain on the physical system. 
Doctors say that anger drives a nail into 
Perfect our coffin, but patience pulls one out. Why 
Patience °t lengthen our lives, and enjoy greater 
health and happiness! At the same time we 
can inoculate others. Good can be contagious as well as 
evil is. 

It has been said that God never asks us to do anything 
only that which betters us for this life while preparing for 
a future life. Effort enlivened by enthusiasm will bring pa- 
tience to perfection. Many times we have put forth the ef- 
fort and so been patient. But our effort is too apt to be inter- 
mittent instead of constant and increasing. 

We might be patient time after time, but here comes an 
exceptionally trying ordeal and we lose our grasp on pa- 
tience, and it is gone. It has yet to have its perfect work. 
We may attempt to justify ourselves with the excuse that 
such a situation was unusually trying. True enough, it might 
have been. But what of it? If patience had reached perfec- 
tion, we would have ridden over the ordeal, and not been 
crushed by it. If we did not have trials, how could we know 
the extent of our patience? 

The command given by the Apostle James is not simply 
to have patience, but “Let patience have her perfect work” 
(1:4). We have to practice it to perfection. There is that 
height to reach, and nothing short of it will be acceptable 
to God. 





THE HUNDREDFOLD 


HEN God’s saving Truth first stepped upon the 

threshold of our lives and knocked at the door of 
our hearts, she came not empty-handed, but her arms 
were laden with the richest of blessings. 

First of all she brought us light for darkness, know]l- 
edge for ignorance, truth for error, and a beautiful hope 
in exchange for bewildering uncertainty. Such a won- 
drous blessing did all this prove to be that we clasped it 
to our hearts, parted with the past, and vowed to live the 
remainder of our lives for Truth alone. 

As the days go by, Truth brings temporal blessings. 
Yet this earthly prosperity, comforting though it may be, 
is by no means an end to be sought, but rather a means 
to an end: the end being sufficient freedom from tem- 
poral cares to enable one to seek first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness. 

All along this beautiful pathway to the Kingdom there 
are blessings. Every step we take brings a blessing. When 
we step past anger we receive joy. When we get beyond 
selfishness, instead of that petty feeling of always being 
cheated and deprived we experience a sense of prosper- 
ity, a feeling of abundance, and generosity becomes a de- 


light. When we get beyond jealousy, we find peace and 
contentment. It is a blessed fact that God has never 
asked us to give up one thing which will ever do us any 
good, but only that which is miserable and degrading. 
Every time we part with one of these treasures of wick- 
edness we are rewarded with a blessing. 

Notwithstanding all this, human nature is weak and 
easily wearied, and the time comes when the pathway to 
the Kingdom appears narrow and steep and rugged and 
long. Truth seems to be leading us along an unexpected 
course, a pathway definitely not to our liking. Then, too, 
she is setting before us tasks that we feel are far too 
great for us to perform. Moreover, she is demanding of 
us sacrifices that come very hard for us to make. 

This is the time that the greatest perseverance must 
be applied. For just beyond this seemingly unsurmount- 
able stretch there awaits an invaluable blessing, more 
to be treasured than all that have come before: A knowl- 
edge of our besetting sins. 

Beyond this the way is brighter, even as the Wise Man 
expressed it, “a shining light that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day.” As we press onward, other bless- 
ings follow in rapid succession. As God’s way becomes 
our way, our lives broaden out, become richer and fuller 
and deeper and purer, until the eternal outlook and the 
eternal interests have become ours, and we find that we 
have become a fixed and inseparable part of God, even 
an indispensable part of His plan, and He shall cause us 
to abide to carry on His work, even throughout eternity. 





SUNBEAMS, (concluded) 


day cometh,” says Malachi, “that shall burn as an oven; 
and all the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be 
stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, 
saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall leave them neither 
root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name shall 
the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings.” 

An atmosphere of righteousness surrounds and pro- 
tects them from the destruction which the rising Sun 
holds for the world of iniquity; and from its shelter, look- 
ing forward to the better world which is emerging from 
the purifying judgments, the “new heavens and new 
earth,” they see the fulfillment of the promise of long 
ago: “Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall thy 
moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine ever- 
lasting light, and the days of thy mourning shall be ended.” 





OBITUARY 
IRA G. FLEMING 


On Thursday, May 24, after a long illness, Ira G. 
Fleming of Spencerport, N. Y., fell asleep in death. He 
leaves to mourn his loss his wife, Alice Ransom Fleming, 
three sons, including Brother Floyd C. Fleming of our 
Rochester congregation, a grandson, Clifton H. Fleming 
Jr., who made his home with his grandparents, six other 
grandchildren, and three great grandchildren. 

Services were conducted on May 26 at Walker Bros. Co. 
Funeral Home by Rev. P. J. Thatcher, pastor of the 
Megiddo Mission Church. Interment at Spencerport, N.Y. 

We would point those who mourn to the comforting 
hope of the Scriptures—a life to come where shadows 
shall flee, and sorrow shall be no more. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” 
(Matthew 5: 16). 


In our daily association with our fellow men we are 
constantly an influence in one way or another. Our per- 
sonal influence among our fellows is one responsibility 
we cannot evade, and perhaps it is one we least think about. 

In Christian profession our influence is a vital con- 
sideration. Our conscious influence when we are on “dress 
parade,” when we pose to impress those around us—is 
woefully small. But our unconscious influence, the silent, 
subtle radiation of our personality, the effect of our 
words and acts, the trifles we never or seldom consider— 
is tremendous. Every moment of our life we are changing 
to a degree the life of people we contact. Every man has 
an atmosphere which is affecting others. So silently and 
unconsciously it works, that we may forget that it exists. 

We all know that there are men and women whose 
presence seems to radiate sunshine, cheer and optimism. 
You feel calm in their presence and the world looks 
brighter and your very faith stronger. They are like a 
peaceful river coursing through the country-side, in- 
fluencing growth along its way. Then there are others 
who cause just the opposite effect. In their presence you 
feel cold, distrustful and ready for rebellion. Such char- 
acters flow down the stream of life like cold icebergs, re- 
served, unapproachable; while the former are like the 
Gulf Stream following its course; warm, helpful, genial. 

Whether our influence is conscious or unconscious our 
responsibility cannot be evaded. We can select the quali- 
ties that we shall permit to radiate from our lives. We 
can cultivate trust, generosity, truth, justice, loyalty. 
We can make these qualities vitally active in our char- 
acter, and by these we shall affect those under our in- 
fluence. As we become full of the light; as our inner lives 
are filled with goodness, hope and cheer, the light from 
within will radiate the same goodly qualities to others. 
It cannot be otherwise. 

If our influence is evil, it is because the light that is 
in us is darkness. Gloom, despair, doubt fill the mind; 
and hence, the same affects others. 

It has been said: “As we are influenced we grow,” 
and we add: As we influence others they grow. Growth 
and influence are inseparable. As we read good books, 
as we admire nature, as we associate with men and women 
of character and participate in healthful pursuits, we 
develop. Like the tiny acorn which grows into a sturdy 
oak, there is growth from the beginning to the end. Like- 
wise little by little we add to our store of knowledge and 
experience, and this produces character. 

We ought to compare favorably to an oak. When a tree 
is cut down its rings can be seen clearly, indicating yearly 
growth. Year by year it has added gradually to its cir- 
cumference. Should our religious life be examined closely, 
would it reveal continual growth? Unfortunately we may 


discover it to be defective. As in so many cases, we may 
find there was an initial spasm followed by a chronic 
“dyspepsia.” This is bad. Something is wrong. Our lives 
cannot have an influence for good on others unless we 
grow constantly. 

Again, our life should compare favorably to a moun- 
tain. It is a great symbol of endurance and tenacity. It 
withstands all attacks. Christian character must be like 
that—something you can depend on. People of character 
behave just the same in one company as in another. Their 
manners are not put on for society, nor for certain in- 
dividuals; their life is not a series of flashes and moods, 
but is constant, steady, enduring. The convictions and 
principles which enter in and compose such characters 
are not easily won, but they have a tremendous influence 
on all about them. 

Emerson said: “What you are shouts so loudly that 
I cannot hear what you say.” Nothing can permanently 
deny its own nature. The state of our inner life is always 
expressed by our outer behavior and the influence we radi- 
ate at large. It is extremely difficult to take advice— 
though it be well-meant and sound—from someone who 
does not practice the same principles, or who offends 
greatly in comparable matters. 

The following actual case illustrates the point: Mr. A 
was greatly stirred because of a youth’s misconduct, and 
strongly berated him, not so much for the offense but 
chiefly because the youth’s father, Mr. B, liked to preach 
about God and the Bible, and failed to leave a good ex- 
ample, especially in directing the conduct of his children. 
Mr. B could preach indefinitely, but as long as Mr. A 
could see Mr. B’s weakness in character, no persuasion 
could convince or influence him. 

People who never read their Bible, will, nevertheless, 
closely observe one who does, and they are ready to note 
in their behavior every detail that may be questionable. 
For this reason he who professes the Christian way must 
be watchful of all his doings. 

The 14th chapter of Romans is Paul’s masterpiece on 
the subject of our influence and its effect on others. Paul 
speaks especially of eating meats, or refraining from it. 
But the same principle applies to all points of our con- 
duct where it may influence others. 

The Christian’s life, being as it is devoted to the serv- 
ice of God, must always be lived so that God may be 
glorified. This was the keynote of Jesus’ ministry, it was 
Paul’s admonition at every occasion, and Peter did not 
fail to include this principle in his epistles while stirring 
up the minds of his brethren. After his exhortation to 
live honestly and free from fleshly lusts while among 
Gentiles or unbelievers, Peter added the important rea- 
son why: “they may by your good works, which they 
shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation” (I Pet. 
2:11, 12). Whatever our conduct, it will have an effect 
on others for good or ill. 

“Let your light so shine . . .”—must be our constant 
motto. It is our sacred duty. The time and the place to 
do this is right now and here. The place to act is where 
we are. It is not at some future and remote place. It is at 
home, with the family, at the breakfast table, in the of- 
fice, in the shop, in the class room, or in the church. Our 
place for action is right where we are. The stage is set; 
the audience is eager and waiting; the Master has given 
us our cue. Let’s proceed with the act! 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies will be sent to Biblical 
questions to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. THE MErGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


The story of the second lifetime of Bridey Murphy resolves 
itself into a religious issue: Shall we believe in reincarna- 
tion, or shall we not? What is your answer? 


If you believe in reincarnation (the return of the dead 
to earth in different forms and different bodies; or, many 
successive and progressive lifetimes on earth, enabling 
man eventually to acquire the righteousness of Christ), 
you resort to fancy and forsake facts, both secular and 
Scriptural. 

To any who may not be informed: Ruth Simmons, 
33-year-old wife of a respectable business man in Colorado, 
claimed, under hypnosis, to have been the former Bridey 
Murphy in a previous lifetime (1798—1864) in Ireland. 
Her strange tale has captured the interest of mankind 
in general who is always in quest of more information 
concerning life after death. 

As for the ridiculous prospect of man becoming a 
beast, a bird, or a fish in some future stage of develop- 
ment, Paul settles the matter forever: “There is one kind 
of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, 
and another of birds” (I Cor. 15:39)—no chance of 
change, or of merging from one flesh to another. 

The Prophet Job destroys the fantastic theory of re- 
incarnation with one clean sweep: “There is hope of a 
tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that 
the tender branch thereof will not cease. ... But man 
dieth, and wasteth away: ... man lieth down, and riseth 
not: ... they shall not awake, nor be raised out of their 
sleep” (Job 14: 1—12). Jeremiah confirms: “They shall 
sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake” (51:57). 

This is true of mankind at large: They are born, they 
live, they die, and go to the grave forever (Prov. 21: 16). 

But there are exceptions. Some men and women aspire 
to things eternal, life forevermore. So aspiring, they 
contract to serve the Almighty under the terms of ever- 
lasting life for perfect service, or penal death for failure 
to serve. To such men and women, lifetime is working 
time; it is their day of probation, their one chance to 
make good. They do not rest on the false assumption 
of the reincarnationists that there will be succeeding 
lifetimes enabling progression toward perfection. They 
know that “Now is the accepted time... now is the day 
of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). (Reincarnation is actually 
an escape from reality, from the moral obligation which 
must be met now or never.) This class and this class only 
(whether worthy or unworthy) are to be resurrected to 
Judgment at Christ’s return, and rewarded according to 
their works. 

As for the historicity of Bridey Murphy, the most 
exhaustive efforts of investigators locate neither birth 
nor death certificate, no tombstone, no record of a will, 
and no newspaper obituary notice. Consequently, rein- 
carnation, rather than being proved by Ruth Simmons’ 
statements, stands altogether unproved and discredited 
because of them. 


What is the meaning of the expression: “In so doing thou 
shalt heap coals of fire on his head” (Rom. 12: 20)? 


Dr. Moffatt’s translation clarifies this: “... in this way 
you will make him feel a burning sense of shame.” 
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CURRENT 


Financial worries and mounting debts are threatening the 
peace of our otherwise happy home. What can I do? 


As wife and homemaker, there is much you can do. 
First, check your table. Is it furnished with anything but 
plain fare? Luxuries such as expensive fresh fruits and 
vegetables out of season, choice cuts of meat, etc., are 
not in order when there are debts to be cleared. 

Then, what about your children’s allowance? Is it 
being used for candy, gum, movies, comics, etc.? If so, it 
should be curtailed. 

And what about your own reading matter? Many 
homes are stocked with magazines which bring no edifica- 
tion. 

Then, check your own wardrobe. Women’s idea of style 
is an unnecessary drain on many a husband’s purse. Fol- 
low the Bible commands to dress in “modest apparel” 
which is “not conformed to the world” (I Tim. 2:9; 
Rom. 12:2), and you will save expense, time and head- 
aches which plague the devotees of Dame Fashion. 

Under no consideration should you or any member of 
the family spend a cent for cigarettes or cosmetics when 
debts are overhanging—or ever. 

Next, guard against waste: At the table—require that 
your children clean their plates; in the larder—don’t 
allow food to spoil. 

It is surprising how many corners can be cut, even of 
things that are useful and lawful to a Christian, and yet 
not absolutely necessary when one has the objective of 
debt clearance. Voluntary self-denial practiced in such 
circumstances is most excellent discipline and highly 
gratifying to one’s sense of accomplishment. Let ECONOMY 
be your guiding motto. The ways to economize are mul- 
tiple. As a Christian it is your duty to find, and use them, 


for the Bible principle is, “Owe no man anything” (Rom. 
13:8). 


Shall the wicked receive any punishment before they are 
destroyed at the second resurrection? 


Perhaps the writer has been taught that only the right- 
eous shall be raised at the first resurrection, with the 
wicked left until a later date. The Bible teaches, how- 
ever, that both righteous and wicked, sheep and goats, 
shall stand before the Judge (Matt. 25: 31—46). Before 
the wicked reap the “second death” as the wages of sin, 
they are further punished by being used as the sword of 
the Lord to conquer the nations (Psalm 17:13; Rev. 3: 
15, 16; 19: 15). In addition there will be the remorse de- 
scribed in Luke 13:28, when they behold the reward 
which might have been theirs. God does not punish for 
the sake of inflicting punishment, but this reaction is 
inevitable; they bring it upon themselves. 

At the “second resurrection” at the end of the Millen- 
nium, both righteous and wicked shall likewise appear. 
And while there will be no work for the unfaithful to do, 
they cannot escape the unspeakable regret which always 
accompanies failure. 


Do you not feel that your rejection of the doctrine of hell- 
fire causes the weak in faith to give up and live in sin? 


If this were the case it would still be wrong for us to 
teach the doctrine of hell-fire, inasmuch as the Bible 
teaching is distinctly opposed to this theory. The fact 
remains, however, that it is the goodness of God that 
leads men to repentance (Rom. 2:4). Any attempt to 
serve God because of fear of eternal torment is not ac- 
ceptable to Him, for He wants a willing and joyful service. 
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MY DREAM 


I slept one night and, sleeping, dreamed... A strange, 
strange dream; so sad it seemed... . I had a friend, I 
loved him well, . .. His love for me none, none could tell, 
... And, oh, it was so sweet, so great, ... That in his 
boundless, vast estate ... He offered me a glorious home 
... Where pain nor death will ever come. 


A glorious message came one day . . . From this loved 
friend so far away; .., But, ah! the motes and beams of 
sin... My blinded eyes had fallen in... Until I was so 
blind indeed .. . That I could scarce my letter read. 


At last the precious word I read, .. . “Behold I come”... 
the message said; ... “Thou may’st not know the day or 
hour ... When I shall come in might and power; ... It 
may be midnight, morn, or noon, . . . Watch thou, and 
know I’m coming soon.” 


Alas! I was so poorly dressed, . . . How could I welcome 
such a guest ... From such high state? How could he 
come ... And deign to grace my humble home? 


But, ah! my bitter needs he knew, ... And in his tender 
love so true ... He sent a robe and bade me take... 
And wear it for truth’s blessed sake; ... A glorious robe, 
so fair and bright, ... A spotless dress of purest white. 


I took the robe, it seemed so fair, . . . I longed the glori- 
ous dress to wear; ... But, oh! the wearing cares of 
earth, ... Her revelry, her godless mirth, .. . Engrossed 
my heart (I knew it not) ... And in my careless mo- 
ments gay ...I hid my glorious robe away, . . . But 
thought to put it on some day. 


The days passed by with noiseless wing, ... Winter, sum- 
mer, fall and spring; ... At last, with tearful, sad sur- 
prise, ... I saw within the eastern skies .. . The gleam- 
ing of His chariot car... Like beams of glory from afar. 


I sought my robe—too late! too late! ... The Bridegroom 
stood before my gate... . All unprepared to meet my 
Guest . . . I stood, in filthy garments dressed. 


I woke; day had begun to dawn; ...I thanked my God 

*twas but a dream— ... And that I still might change 

my dress ... For that white robe of righteousness. 
—Sel. and alt. 
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